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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will provide a broad overview of the field of social neuroscience. We will consider how social processes are implemented at the neural level, but also how neural mechanisms help give rise to social phenomena and cultural experiences. Many believe that the large expansion of the human brain evolved due to the complex demands of dealing with social others—competing or cooperating with them, deceiving or empathizing with them, understanding or misjudging them. What kind of “social brain” has this evolutionary past left us with? In this course, we will review core principles, theories, and methods guiding social neuroscience, as well as research examining the brain basis of processes such as theory of mind, emotion, stereotyping, social group identity, empathy, judging faces and bodies, morality, decision-making, the impact of culture and development, among others. Overall, this course will introduce students to the field of social neuroscience and its multi-level approach to understanding the brain in its social context.  
REQUIRED TEXTS

· Ward, D. The Student’s Guide to Social Neuroscience, 2nd Edition. New York: Psychology Press.
· Supplementary readings (detailed below)
PREREQUISITES

· PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology or equivalent introductory psychology course
ROLE IN THE CURRICULUM

PSYC UN2435 is an undergraduate, intermediate-level lecture course, open to undergraduates and students in the post-baccalaureate Psychology program. It can be used to fulfill the following requirements: 
· For the Psychology major and concentration and the post-baccalaureate psychology program, this course can be used toward the Group II (psychobiology & neuroscience) distribution requirement. Students should contact their Director of Undergraduate Studies to obtain permission for the course to be used toward the Group III (social, personality, and abnormal psychology) distribution requirement.
· For the Neuroscience & Behavior major, this course can be used toward the P4 Additional 2000-level lecture course. 

· Pending approval of the Committee on Science Instruction, this course might be used to partially fulfill the undergraduate science requirement. 
IMPORTANT DATES

· Exam #1: Wed, Oct 5
· Exam #2: Wed, Nov 2
· TA email approval for Research Critique paper due: Mon, Nov 14
· Research Critique Paper due: Mon, Nov 28
· Exam #3 (Final Exam): Mon, Dec 19, 4:10-5:25pm
GRADING

· Exams: 75% (each exam 25%)
· Research critique paper: 20%
· Lecture participation: 5%
	Course Score
	Course Grade

	97-100
	A+

	93-96
	A

	90-92
	A-

	87-89
	B+

	83-86
	B

	80-82
	B-

	77-79
	C+

	73-76
	C

	70-72
	C-

	60-69
	D

	0-59
	F


ROUTES OF LEARNING
Exams
There will be 3 exams (non-cumulative) in this course including the final exam, which will be held in person. Exam questions will be based on material presented and/or discussed in class, material from the reading assignments, and will require you to go beyond memorization and apply, analyze, and synthesize information. The exams will consist of multiple-choice questions and a few short-answer questions. 

If you know that you will be missing an exam for a university-approved reason (e.g., religious observation, athletic competition, etc.), it is your responsibility to bring this to our attention as early as possible. Make-up exams are not given except for university-approved reasons or emergency situations that can be verified. 
Research Critique Paper
The objective of the research critique paper is for you to gain practice (1) reading primary research articles, (2) thinking critically and independently about social neuroscience research and (3) communicating your ideas effectively. For this short paper assignment, you will select a target primary research article of your choice. You will be designated a TA for this assignment, and it is required that you receive email approval from your TA to use the target article by the date listed in Important Dates above to ensure your article is appropriate. We will cover in class how to find your article. The paper will begin by a brief summary of the article and then provide a critique of the research (positive and negative points are both acceptable). Papers should connect the work to concepts and related studies covered in class. The papers can also describe creative ways to improve or expand on the primary research and/or future studies that could specifically remedy issues you’ve identified with the primary research. The paper should be no longer than 4-5 pages double-spaced. The usual formatting: 1” margins with Times New Roman, Arial, or Helvetica 11-12 pt. font. Late papers will be penalized by a full letter grade per each day overdue.
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED READINGS

Cacioppo, J. T., Berntson, G. G., Lorig, T. S., Norris, C. J., Rickett, E., & Nusbaum, H. (2003). Just because you're imaging the brain doesn't mean you can stop using your head: a primer and set of first principles. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 85, 650-661.

Mitchell, J. P. (2008). Contributions of functional neuroimaging to the study of social cognition. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 17, 142-146.

Whalen, P. J., Kagan, J., Cook, R. G., Davis, F. C., Kim, H., Polis, S., ... & Johnstone, T. (2004). Human amygdala responsivity to masked fearful eye whites. Science, 306, 2061.

Mitchell, J. P., Macrae, C. N., & Banaji, M. R. (2006). Dissociable medial prefrontal contributions to judgments of similar and dissimilar others. Neuron, 50, 655-663.

Adams Jr, R. B., Rule, N. O., Franklin Jr, R. G., Wang, E., Stevenson, M. T., Yoshikawa, S., ... & Ambady, N. (2010). Cross-cultural reading the mind in the eyes: an fMRI investigation. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 22, 97-108.

Freeman, J. B., & Johnson, K. L. (2016). More than meets the eye: Split-second social perception. Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 20, 362-374.

Freeman, J. B., Stolier, R. M., Ingbretsen, Z. A., & Hehman, E. A. (2014). Amygdala responsivity to high-level social information from unseen faces. Journal of Neuroscience, 34, 10573-10581.

Hsu, M., Anen, C., & Quartz, S. R. (2008). The right and the good: distributive justice and neural encoding of equity and efficiency. Science, 320, 1092-1095.

Telzer, E. H., Humphreys, K. L., Shapiro, M., & Tottenham, N. (2013). Amygdala sensitivity to race is not present in childhood but emerges over adolescence. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 25, 234-244.

Koster-Hale, J., Saxe, R., Dungan, J., & Young, L. L. (2013). Decoding moral judgments from neural representations of intentions. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 110, 5648-5653.

DeWall, C. N., Masten, C. L., Powell, C., Combs, D., Schurtz, D. R., & Eisenberger, N. I. (2012). Do neural responses to rejection depend on attachment style? An fMRI study. Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 7, 184-192.
COURSE SCHEDULE
	1: Introduction to Social Neuroscience

	Wed, Sept 7
	Ward, Chapter 1

	Mon, Sept 12
	Ward, Chapter 1 (continued)

	
	

	
	

	2: Methods of Social Neuroscience

	Wed, Sept 14
	Ward, Chapter 2

	Mon, Sept 19
	Ward, Chapter 2 (continued)
Cacioppo et al. (2003)
Mitchell et al. (2008)

	
	

	

	3: Emotion and Motivation

	Wed, Sept 21
	Ward, Chapter 4

	Mon, Sept 26
	Ward, Chapter 4 (continued)
Whalen et al. (2004)

	
	

	4: Understanding Others

	Wed, Sept 28
	Ward, Chapter 6

	Mon, Oct 3
	Ward, Chapter 6 (continued)
Mitchell et al. (2006)


	Exam #1 (Sections 1-4)

	Wed, Oct 5

	
	

	5: Cultural Neuroscience

	Mon, Oct 10
	Ward, Chapter 3

	Wed, Oct 12
	Ward, Chapter 3 (continued)
Adams et al. (2010)

	
	

	
	

	6: Groups, Prejudice, & Stereotyping

	Mon, Oct 17
	Ward, Chapter 9

	Wed, Oct 19
	Ward, Chapter 9 (continued)

	Mon, Oct 24
	Ward, Chapter 9 (continued)
Freeman & Johnson (2016)

	
	

	7: Reading Faces, Bodies, and Voices

	Wed, Oct 26
	Ward, Chapter 5

	Mon, Oct 31
	Ward, Chapter 5 (continued)

Freeman et al. (2014)

	

	

	EXAM #2 (Sections 5-7)

	Wed, Nov 2

	

	

	8: Social Decision-Making and Neuroeconomics

	Mon, Nov 7
	NO CLASS (ACADEMIC HOLIDAY)

	Wed, Nov 9
	Ward, Chapter 7

	Mon, Nov 14
	Ward, Chapter 7 (continued)
Hsu et al. (2008)

	
	

	
	

	9: Developmental Social Neuroscience

	Wed, Nov 16
	Ward, Chapter 11

	Mon, Nov 21
	Ward, Chapter 11 (continued)

Telzer et al. (2013)

	
	

	
	

	10: Morality and Antisocial Behavior

	Wed, Nov 23
	NO CLASS (ACADEMIC HOLIDAY)

	Mon, Nov 28
	RESEARCH CRITIQUE PAPER DUE 
Ward, Chapter 10

	Wed, Nov 30
	Ward, Chapter 10 (continued)
Koster-Hale et al. (2013)

	
	

	
	

	11: Relationships

	Mon, Dec 5
	Ward, Chapter 8 

	Wed, Dec 7
	Ward, Chapter 8 (continued)
DeWall et al. (2012)

	
	

	
	

	12: Future of Social Neuroscience & Wrap-Up

	Mon, Dec 12
	N/A

	
	

	EXAM #3 (Sections 8-11)

	Mon, Dec 19, 4:10-5:25pm 


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

The university has specific guidelines regarding cheating, plagiarism, and academic dishonesty. It is essential that you are you only present your own work on assignments and exams. For the paper assignment, you are never permitted to use material you find on the internet or take from someone else, and minor paraphrasing (e.g., taking someone else’s ideas with only a relatively minor change in words) is also not permitted. Always put things in your own words and cite your source(s). If you would like to share a quote from a source (e.g., an article), you may put it in quotations and cite it. Exams are not open-book and no additional notes or use of phones is allowed during exams. You can read more about this in Columbia’s Guide to Academic Integrity (http://www.college.columbia.edu/academics/academicintegrity).
DISABILITY ACCOMODATIONS

Students with disabilities are encouraged to arrange for accommodations that might be helpful to them. Students must be registered with their school Disability Services (DS) office. Detailed information is available online for both the Columbia and Barnard registration processes. Refer to the appropriate website for information regarding deadlines, disability documentation requirements, and drop-in hours (Columbia)/intake session (Barnard). Students registered with the Columbia DS office can refer to the Master TARF section of the DS Testing Accommodations page for more information regarding disability-related academic accommodations for this course. You should also contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) in Lerner Hall before the start of the course to register for these accommodations. The procedures for registering with ODS can be found at https://health.columbia.edu/content/disability-services or by calling (212) 854-2388.

ATTENDANCE

While this is a lecture course and attendance will not be explicitly tracked, regular attendance is strongly encouraged and 5% of your course grade is determined by overall participation, which includes attendance. Of course, if you are sick (see COVID-19 policies), please stay home. A considerable amount of the material assessed on exams is conveyed in lecture (not in the texts), and so coming to class and taking notes is essential to doing well on the exams. The posted slides alone are not a sufficient resource on their own. If you must miss a class, borrow notes from a classmate, read the text carefully, and your TAs are available for questions.

COVID-19 POLICIES

If you require accommodations because of COVID-19-related challenges, please email me as soon as you

know you need accommodations and explain to me what your needs are so that you can do well. If you believe you may have COVID or have been in contact with someone who has tested positive, you should stay home (see Attendance above)!

